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In the past two years, there has been a concentrated 
effort to build the music economy in Chattanooga. The music 
economy in Chattanooga appears to be experiencing a period 
of growth.  The effort to grow the music economy in the city 
has to be an inclusive effort.  It is very important that Blues 
musicians in Chattanooga get involved in the process.   
Chattanooga has a Blues heritage worthy of preservation and 
perpetuation.     

The Blues was played and heard in Chattanooga at the 
end of the Civil War.  Actually the city can be seen as a 
cultural hearth for the creation and development of one 
strand of American Blues music.  It was here that a young 
Bessie Smith and her siblings practiced their art on the 
streets of downtown Chattanooga.  Later this small band of 
entertainers would journey to Atlanta and appear at the 
famous 81 Theater.  During the first half of the 20th century, 
the city had a vibrant blues musical culture, especially on the 
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westside of town in areas adjunct to Blues Goose Hollow and 
Tannery Flats.  In the 1950’s and 1960, the legendary Tiny 
Kennedy called Chattanooga home.  He later went on to 
Hollywood to appear in a few musical productions.  By the 
1960’s, the blues gave birth to other forms of American 
popular music including Soul, R and B, the Stax Sound and 
Motown.  In recent years there has been a reemergence of 
Blues bands and musicians in Chattanooga. 

 Currently in Chattanooga, there are the following Blues 
bands:  1.The WTM Blues Band 2. Ran.b.Blues Band  
3.deaconbluz 4. Rick Rushing Blues Band   5. Wilson Meadows 
(Nationally known and very popular Southern Soul Blues 
Artist)  ,(6.)the Sterchi Brothers Blues Band,(7.) Husky 
Burnette and (8.) Lon Eldridge Ninth Street Stompers.   

The criteria for considering these groups to be Blues bands 
are: 1. The bands self identify as primarily Blues musicians.  2. 
The bands and/or individuals have an established public 
persona as Blues musicians or a Blues band.  3.  The bands are 
capable of performing a show with 100% cover and/or original 
blues tunes.  4. The bands and individuals have produced CD’s 
of Blues recordings.  5. The bands are currently working gigs 
as Blues artist. 
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Note: Chattanooga in the past twenty years has seen a decline 
in musicians who know and play the Blues in the traditional 
forms.    

The current Blues scene: Venues, musicians, fans, Blues in 
the School, Fans, local Blues society, funding and services for 
musicians, media services, recording, festivals and Blues 
tourism. 

Venues: At the present time there are no full time Blues 
venues in Chattanooga.  There are venues (Track 29,  the 
Reverly Room, the Foundry, JJ’s,the Palms) that occasionally 
feature Blues musicians.  There is one small venue downtown 
(The Office) on Wed. night that has a Blues jam session. The 
venue built and conceived to feature the Blues full time is the 
Bessie Smith Cultural Center.  The Bessie Smith Cultural 
Center features Blues music in the SongBook series. 

Musicians:  There are approx. thirty full time Blues musicians 
in the city. A blues musicians survey is planned to better 
determined the actual number. 

Fans:  At the current time there is no cohesive fan base that 
can be identified in quantitative terms.  Observation of 
audiences at local Blues gigs, festivals, performances indicates 
that the city has a very healthy potential Blues audience. 
There is not a Chattanooga Blues Society.  
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Blues in the Schools:  Currently there is no Blues in the 
Schools program in the local Chattanooga area.  There are 
several models that can be applied to the development of a 
Blues in the Schools program.  The Blues Foundation in 
Memphis , the Alabama Blues Project and the Delta Blues 
Museum are  potential resource for collaboration and 
development of a BIS program. 

Funding:  There are several local foundations and 
organizations that have financially supported the Blues.  Some 
of these organizations include: ARTSBUILD, the McKenzie 
Foundation, Community Impact, the House of Hope, the 
Orchard Knob Neighborhood Watch Association, Friends of 
the Festival, Friends of the Park, Hamilton County Commission, 
and the Jewish Cultural Center.  The majority of local funders 
have expressed an interest in potential funding for Blues 
projects.   

Services for Musicians:  At the present time there are no 
service providers specifically for blues musicians in 
Chattanooga.  There are other models (Music Cares, Music 
Makers Foundation) in cities (Austin, New York, Pittsburg) 
where musicians are given the opportunity to take advantage 
of health insurance programs, and offered legal, financial and 
medical services. One key element in growing the music 
economy is to establish a pool of musicians who can survive 
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primarily by playing music.  With the availability of health 
insurance and other support services this will help maintain a 
pool of working musicians. There is a need for services to 
Blues musicians in Chattanooga. 

Media: At the present time there is no Blues themed 
community or commercial television program.  On radio, the 
Blues can be heard on Saturday morning on stations 93.5 FM 
and WNOO 1260 AM .  These are the two major African 
American orientated radio stations.  WUTC features Blues in 
a lot of its evening programs but there is no specific Blues 
show.  There is local press coverage of the Blues.   

Recording:  At the present time there is no studio production 
team focused primarily on the Blues.  There is a need for 
Blues musicians to record and produce CD’s.  

Festivals: At the present time the Blues is featured at the 
following local festivals: the Bessie Smith Strut, Riverbend 
Festival, Blues in the Knob (Orchard Knob Neighborhood 
Watch Association), Nightfall and Riverfront Nights.  There 
is a need to have a downtown national quality Blues festival to 
promote the Blues heritage of Chattanooga as an avenue of 
Blues Tourism. 

Blues Tourism:  At the present time there is no concentrated 
effort to promote Blues tourism in Chattanooga.  In order to 
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promote Blues tourism you first must have a venue dedicated 
to the presenting Blues. There has to be a central venue and 
festivals that are tourist friendly to accommodate Blues 
tourist.  The best model for Blues Tourism in the Mississippi 
Blues Trail project.  In Tennessee, the city of Memphis has 
embraced the Blues Trail project.  Chattanooga is a prime 
location and positioned to take advantage of Blues Tourism 
given its place in Blues History.  There is a need to explore 
and expand on the idea of Blues Tourism in Chattanooga. What 
if there was a full blown exhibit of Bessie Smith that was 
interactive and tourist friendly like the Stax Museum or the 
BB King museum.   

 

Please send your comments to me.  Thanks for keeping the 
blues alive.  Deaconbluz  


